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Ads XXIII. I. 


And Paul carnefly beholding the Council, ſaid, An end Bre- | 
then, I have liu d in all Good Conſcience, before God n. 


. til this Day. 


Heſe Words are as *twere a ſhort Hiſtory, and com- ( 
pendious Character of the Life of that Great a- 


' þ poſtleSt. Pax}; and of the Upright and Sincere (Con- 
ference, that Adorn'd every Action in it. This 1 


was his Efficacious and Triumphant Argument, which he || 
ſo Boldly urges in his Vindication; that he was Able to 


inſiſt upon his Þitegrity, and appeal for its Proof to à Dyal 
before God, the Kere ber of all Hearts, and the whole 


kept a Conſcience void of Offence, towards God, and towards 


Men. Twas This that Fortify'd him with ſach 2 Manly 


World, the viſible Witneſſes of his. Practice; that He had“ 


Spirit, and Unſhaken Courage, to Ont-face all the mali- Y 


cious Accuſations of his inſidious Perſecutors, to Bear up 


with a ſteady Chearfulneſs againſt the many Miſeries and 


_ Diſaſters of a troubleſome Life, and put to Silence the 


Reproaches of his moſt implacable Enemies. When we ſee 


him Arraign'd before the inſulting Jews; from whom he cou'd 
as little expect Fuſtice, as Mercy, how did This Aftoniſh Felix, 
that Luſtful and Covetous Magiſtrate (who thought to have 


 Condemn'd him) and made the Affrighted Fudge Tremble, in- 
ſtead of his Suppos'd Criminal? Such is the Power of a pure 
and unblemiſfid Conſcience; it caſts a diſtinguiſhing Luſtre, 
and amiable Regard upon its Poſſeſſor, can dignify Chains 


and Fetters, turn a Piſen into a Palace, render Poverty, and 
_ even Diſgrace, Honourable, and command Reverence and E- 
fleem from its moſt malignant Adverſaries. To obtain and 
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. preſerve 


* 


; 


ee which invaluable Bleſſing, no Difficult 
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1 
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Meaſures Of Cee: 
; ies or La- 

ours can be ſo Painful, no Dangers or Diſtreſſes ſo Afflict- 
ing, no Suffering or Death ſo Sharp and Bitter, but what it 


wall Suſtain, Alleviate, and moſt amply Reward, 


The niceſt and moſt important Enquiry, that the Mind 


can be imployd in, both for its Improvement and Satisfaction, 


— 1 


Jon, the ſundry 
el tien that Form and Eſpouſe Jigh and ſirh Jarrin 


is a u Search into its own State and Nature; whereby it 
may be capable of Diſcovering its own Graces and hHifirmi- 
ties, to Correct the One, and Advance the Other, aud to 
Ground it ſelf upon a rational Peace, and ſecure Tranquillity. 

Tho' indeed this requires no ſmall Art and Care, thus to 


make the Sonl deſcend and retire into Her- ſelf, bend all her 
Faculties inwards, and become the nearer Object of her own 
Contemplation ; To dive into her own obſcure Receſſes 


and Manſions, and Trace through all the intricate Folds 


and Windings of the Heart, to Unveil its lnrking Hypocriſy, 
Traverſe its Springs and Moticns, and to let a Light into 


thoſe dark Corners of Iniquity, where Vice is firſt batch 
and conaevd, Without this Spiritual Scrutiny , this Dome 
flick Inquiſition (as we may call it) in cur Breaſt, a Man's 


Life never can be juſt and regular, or his Actions even 


and Self-conſiſtent, as being Guided by no Law, and Direct- 
ed by no Conduct. Therefore every Man that pretends 
to the right Uſe of his Reaſon, and does not Live and Act 
at Random, muſt think himſelf concern'd to Effabliſh a 
Certain Sett of Fundamental Notions and Principles in his 


Thoughts; which upon a thorongh Search, and mature 
Deliberation, he lays down and ſettles, as the eternal Baſis 
and Touchſtone of Truth, as an unalterable Scheme and Mo- 
del of Morality to himſelf, and as the controuling, and gover- 


ning Maxims of his practical Behaviour. This is what he 
 Dignifies with the awful Title of Conſcience, and is That 

internal Compaſs of his Soul, by which he Profeſſes to fteer 

the whole Courſe and Tenour of his Actions. 


Now from the infinite Multiplicity, and Variety of Opinions, 


wherein Mens Minds as much differ as their Features, there 
may ſeem to Ariſe as many Sorts of Conſciences, as there 
are Diverſity of Fudgments in the World: Hence we find 
Vertues and Vices taking their ſeveral Colours and Deno- 


minatious according to the different Capacity, or Uſe of Rea- 
[empers, Inclinationt, Intereſts and Defigns 


Sentiment; 
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Sent iments. So that he who takes an impartial Survey of 
all the mult ifarious, unaccountable, and repugnant Con- 
cluſions of Mankind, and their Deportment Conſequent 
thereupon, and conſiders their irreconcilable Contrariety to 
each other; and yet ſees with what tenacious Confidence, 
and perverſe Obſtinacy, they are on all ſides embrac d ang 
aſſerted, will be inclinable to ſuſpect, That there is no ſuch |, 
Thing as True Conſcience in the World; or that Men are + 
not yet Agreed in the Meaning of This amuſing, but unintel= 
ligible Word: A Word, the Force of which, 1s much ſooner 
felt than under ſtood; that ſtrikes the Senſes, deeper than the "0 
Judgment; and uſually carries in it all the Miſchief, that 
Ignorance and Prejudice, blind Zeal and inveterate Malice, 
Enthuſiaſm and Superſlition are able to Attempt and Execute. 
Upon which account, this mffaken Word Conſcience, has + , 
been often found to be no better than a meer Sound and 1 
Shadow. to diſguiſe the molt Fatal and Deviliſh Impoſtures, to 
cover the blackeſt Treaſon and Rebellion, Hereſy. Schiſm, and | 
Hlaſphemy; and ſhelter the moſt aſtoniſping Impiety under its 
ppecious, and ſanctiſyd Umbrage. For what elſe is it, tat 
has been the Cauſe of almoſt all the Civ Wars, Perſecntions, | 
and Aiaſſacres, that for fo many Years involv'd Chriftendom | 
in Blood and Fury, Deſtroy'd ſo many Princes and Churches, 
with Regicide and Sacriledge, depopulated fo many Dominion, 
and lavifh'd fo much Treaſure; aud in a manner Overturnd ( 
the very Foundations of Chriſtianity. under the Godly Pre- 
_ tence of Religion? What is it, I ſay, but this Word, Con- 1 
ado 


ſcience, Miſunderſtood and Mifapply'd, which like an Holy | 
Sham, or rather Diabolical Inſpiration, has ſeiz d and poſſeſs'd 
the giddy and ſenſeleſs Multitude, with Infatuation and 
Phrenzy, and driven them Headlong into their Own, and 
their Country's Perdition ? Nothing certainly has brought greater 
Calamities upon the World, or led the way to more dangerous ( | 
Miſtakes, than the want of a due Diſtinction in its Nature, anda 
juſt Limitation of it, in its Rights and Power. Which as 'tis a 4 
weighty Subject, proper for all Times, as containing the grounds _ 
ol our Happineſs or Miſery, as well in this World as the Next; ſo 
I preſume, it may be in no wiſe V#ſu:table ro the preſent Solemni- 
ty, Which may frequently have no ſmall Share in the Examing- | 
tion of its Preterces, in order to the right Adminiſtration of Juſtice, 
by the unqueſtionable Authority of ſuch Legal Magiſtrates, as we 
are bound to ſubmit to, not only for Wrath, but Conſcience ſake. I 
ſhall therefore within as little a Compaſs, as the Copionſneſ of 
this large Point, and the ſmall Pertion of Time allow'd me will 
permir, endeavour, N 3 


—— 


Meaſares of Conſcience. $3 * 


I. Firſt, To Enquire into the True Nature, and the juſt 

Boundi, and Meaſures of Conſcience. 3 

II. Secondly, To propoſe ſome Conſiderations, whereby a 
falſe and erroneous Conſcience may be Diſtinguiſh'd from a 
ſincere and true one, | ; 


III. Thirdly, To lay down thoſe general Laws, whereby the 
Conſcience is to be Regulated, and ſhew how they ought to 


be Apply d. 


I. And Firſt, 1 will E quite into the true Nature, and the juſt Bounds, 
and Meaſures of Conſcience, And this | ſhall do, Firſt, trom Scripture, and, 


Secondly, from Reaſon. | 


Some of the School-men, as well as Others of the Au ient, aad Modern 


Writers of Caſuiſtical Divinity, in their Speculations on this Subject, 


have, not undeſervedly, been Taxed for Darkning it with ſo many unne- 
cefary, frivolous, and in iat? Notions, that they ſcem rather to have en- 
deavour'd to confound, and perplex Menz Minds, with impertinent Doubts 


and Difficulties, than to propoſe ſuch Remedies, as might effectually ſolve 
| their Scruples , and Fears, : i 
plain in this Matter, that from the frequent Uſe and Energy of this Word 


Tho' the Scriprure is ſo very clear and 


Conſcience therein, it will be found ro carry this General Import in it, 


IS namely, The K n0wledge of Natural, or Divine Law, join'd with an 


Application of it, to ſome particulay Inflance of Practice, ? which it is 


| #drguarely ſuited, and adapted. Out of the many Places thzt occur in the 
New Teſtament, to eftablihh this Notion of Conſcience, it may be ſuffici- 


ent to quote one or to, which give in the Senſe of the reſt. St. 


Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Romans, Chap. II. V. 14, 15, 16. ſpeaking 
of the Gentilcs, who had no other Guide of their Actions, but the Lam 
of Nature, or Reaſon rightly inform d, expreſly declares, that this was 
to them, the Rule of their Conſcience, whereby they were to be Fudg'd 


at the laſt Day, aud Acquitted or Condemn'd. For (ſays he) when the 
Gentiles which bave not the Law (that is the Moſaick or Reveal d Law) do by 


Nature the things contain'd in the Law, theſe having not the Law, are 


a Law unto themſelves ; which ſhew the Work of the Law written in their 


Hearts, their Conſcieace alſo bearing witneſs , and their thoughts the 
mean while Accuſing, or elſe Excuſing 
ſhall judge the Secrets of Men, by Feſus Chriſt, according to my Goſpel. In 


the ſame Chapter, v. 12. Diſcourſing concerning the State of the Fews, 


who had the Lively Oracles of God's written Word, and the Law of Moſes 
ſuperinduc'd upon the Law ot Reaſon, to illuftrate and inlarge it, ſays, 4s 
many as have ſin'd in the Law, ſhall be judged by the law, which extends the 
Obligation of Conſcience. with regard to them, from the Law of Nature to 
that of a further Reveal'd, Poſiti ve Lam. But in his Epiſtle to Titus, c. 1. v. 15. 
the Apoſtle ſpeaking concerning the State of Chriftianity, that had the Su- 


pream Priviledge of an entire Revelation of the Divine Law , he ſays, 


of Errors in Fudgment and Practice, Unto the Pure all things are Pure; 
but unto them that are Defil d and unbelieving, is nothing Pure, but even their 
Mind and Conſcience is D-fiPd; where we findeMind added to Conſcrence , 


to Explain and Adjuſt its Meaning, denoting the Intellectual Faculty of 
the Soul Jul ging upon any Moral Point, together with an Application of 


it to Praſtice. So that here is a Complex and Relative Lea, carrying 2 
double Notion in it of Conſcience, which with Reſpe& to its Operation ® 
alſo - 


PSY Ea. 


one another, in the Day when Go 
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6 The Nature, Obligation, and 

alſo Twofold. Fir, Relating to what is p:ſs'd, Fudging it ſelf to have 
either done ell, or It; or Secondly, Relating to its preſent Duty, Ad. 
vifing and Diredting us in the Neceſſity, Legality or Wegaliry of any thing, 
that ought to be done, or not done by us. Which Divition reſults from the 
Two Faculties, or rather Reflex Actions of the Soul, in Coutemplating an 
Judging what is preſent, or in Deliberating on what is Paſs'd, either ꝓuſtiſy- 
ing and Acquitting, or Accufing and Condemning us before God and Our 
Conſcituce. Under one of theſe Luo Notions, moſt Places in the New 


Teſtament, aud thoſe that may ſeem to correſpond to them in the 014, are 


Underſtood. 


This is the Short and General Account that Revelation has given us of 


this Matter; and it would have been wel, if Men had Refted here, and 


bren Contented with the plain and eaſy Determinations of the Scriptures; 
Which kad left no room for Doubis and Ambiguities, and had prevented all 
_ thoſe Sophiſtical Subtleties, which have been fince Invented by Men of e- 


Juitical, aud Fanatical Brains; who have refined the expreſs Rules of Hu- 


man Duty into Whymſical and Inexplicable Theories; have Clogg'd and 
- Surrounded it with uſeleſs and ſurprizing Queſtions, Spinofe Obſtacles, and 


Alſtruſe Piſtinſtions, laid in the Dark, as fo many Myſtical Snares, and Spiri- 
1 Eins to catch Men's Conſciences, and plunge them into the unfathom- 
able Aby{s of GOD's Preſcience, Decrees, and Predeſtination ; Things which 


he Thoughts of Men, which are not as God's tboughts, can never Fix or 
Determine. Theſe Legerdemain Craftſmen in Divinity, who thus handle the 
Word of God deceiifuly, ought juſtly to Inherit the Woes denounc'd by k 
GOD, (Ezek. Chap. 13.) againſt their Brethren, the falſe Prophets, Who | 


| Dawb'd with, untemper 4 Mortar, Propheſy d out of their Own Hearts, 


follon'd their Own Spirit, [aw Vanity and Divin'd Lyes, ſeducing the People, . 
Will e pollute Me (ſays GOD) among my People, for bandfuls of Barley and 
for pieces of Bread, 10 fly the Souls that ſhould not die, and io ſave the Souls _ 


«live that ſhould not live, by your Lying to my People that hear your Lies. 
Wherefore thus ſaith the Lord God. Behold / am g inſt your pillows, where- 
 prau6 e there Hunt the Souls to make em fly, and I will tear them from Your 
Arms, and will let the Souls go, even the Souls that Te hunt to make em fy. 
| Recauſe with Lyes Te haue made the Heart of the Righteous fad, whom I have 
got made fad, and firengthen'd the hands f, 


haracter to thoſe Men, who inſtead of ſerving the Great Purpoſes of 
Morality and Religion, which ought to he repreſented as Eify and practi- 
Cable, As it is Inviting and Agreeable (which certainly raiſes both the Dig- 
| 117 and Fxcelleicy.of the Law, and Supream Legiſlator) when they ſhould 


"@ helpt the Lame, and Blind, out of the pit they were faln into, ard 


afhſted the 1nfirmities, and Neceſnies of the Weak, and Imporent, Intangle 


em deeper in the Mire Enhancing their Miferies, Exag gerating their Guilt, 


cightening em with falſe Appreberfions, and Imaginary Scruples, and in a 
ord raiþrg that Devil, which they were never Able again ſufficiently to 


Feries, who feed his Servants with Stones inftead of Bread, and in lieu of 
S whole//M and beaverly Repaſt of his Word, et before them, noiſome Ser- 


F 


| 2 "Theſe are doubtleſs faithful paſtors, and Stewards of God's holy Ae 


is, and deadly Scorpions : TRY 
Ea $8 proceed, Ted us Re how far the plain Principles of Reaſon, and 
95 e XM art Us in fl e 
J eee We 


. 
— in. een 


| the Wicked, that he ſhould not re- 
| 5 2 from his wick-d way by promi ſing bim Life. lo Applicable is tnis 


_— 


OVery of the True Mature of this 


_— 


rent Evil, expreſs #llegality; or Inexpediency in its A 5 
able conſcience, and will Juſtify where all proper Means are us'd for its In- 


Meaſures of Conſcience. 


of either the Mind, or Conſcience, which are only ſo many different States, 


or degrees of its Operation, will be comprehended under theſe Four, namely, 


1. A Clear, Upright, and well. Inſtructed Conſcience, 
2. A probable Conſcience. | | 
3. A donbiful, or Scrupulous Conſcience, 
4. An Erroneous Conſcience. | | 8 | 
Theſe four Sorrs of Conſctences, take their riſe from, and are grounded 


upon the different Evidence of any practical object, propoſed to the Mind, 


and the clearneſs and diſtinction, or the Obſcurity and Confuſion, of the 


Ideas that it Frames thereof. 


1. If the Matter it deliberates upon, be a Thing in its Nature, plain, 


and intelligible, not Incumbred with Difficulties and Doubts, and ſuch as 
appears either Neceſary, or lawful to de done, and conſequently a duty; 


or illegal, and Neceſſary to be Abſtained from, and conſequently a Sin; as 


on the One Hand proþibired, or on the Other Injoyned, by divine, human, or 
Moral Laws; anda Man acts accordingly in theſe Caſes, with a Full per- 


ſwaſion of Mind, and the Aſent of his Conſcience, Guiding and Governing it 


elf by ſuch Rules, as are adequate, and ſuited to its ſeveral Actions: ſuch a 
Perſon certainly goes upon the Principles of a Sincere, Upright, and truly 
Inſtruted Conſcience, ET | 


2. But, Secondly, if the Matter propoſed to the Mind, has not this 
clearneſs and Evidence in it ſelf, either thro the Intricacies, it may be In- 


volv'd io by its Nature, or the Obſcurity, and Ambiguity of its circumſtances, 


or the Want of a full, and exact diſt inction in the Law, probibiting or injoyn- = 


in: the Underſtanding having fully Weigbed the doubrs, and Objedtiens on 


all the Sides, and Bal/anc'd the Matter with all the ꝓuſtice and Equity that 


it can; and finding the Reaſons on the One hand preponderating thoſe on the 
Ober. upon ſuch an impartial Survey, and Scrutiny, the Conſcience deter- 
mining on the probable Part, proceeds according to its Fudgment, and acts 


upon the Decition of 4rgument, and colour, not T wy a0 
ion. This is the pro- 


ſtruction. | | Er Coſton 3 | 
3. But, Thirdly, if the Mind upon a Survey of all Sides, finds it (ef. 
pois'd in an Equilibrium betwixt Both; if the Reaſons appear equally clear, 


ſtrong, and convincing on either Side, and it kaows not how to Fudge, or 


letermine its Election, and the Law relating to this Matter, may be ei- 
tber dubious, equivocal, indifferent, or perhaps ſilent: if the conſcience hangs 


thus under a Stare of Neutrality, and as *twere declines and ſuſpends its 
conſent, and yet the Perſon AR without it, this is a doubting conſcience, ard 
the Man under its conduct is Guilty of Sin, if he docs ſo. But if it does 


Abent, his Action is ſo far 7uſtifiable, as ic appears not Offending againſt any 


poſitive and plain prohibition, or law. For the Negative, being of infinite 


Extent and Latitude, makes Great and Juſt Room for Allowances, in theſe 
dubious Caſes, Bur if the Conſcience anprehendi, or Suſpells any Evil ( tho' perhaps Falſe } 
ia the Matter of its Action, otherwiſe in it ſelf Legal, which is the Gaſe of a Scrupulous 
Cenſcience, it is under an Obligarion of Not- Acting, becauſe no Action is Juſtsfiable, that ia 


Againſt, or Without the Conſent of the Mind. 5 2 
4. But, Laſtly, if the Mind is not Rigbtly Inſtructed, or Inform d, as to the Mattey of iti 
Action, and frames a wrong Judgment of ics Legality, or Illegality, from a falſe, or confui d 


Apprehenſien of, or Ignorance in, the Law, and Nature of the Action, or 1s diſtorted, ov 


miſled, by Paſſion, Prejudice, Intereſt, Pride, Luſt, or any other ſiniſter Meant, this is am 

Eryoneous Conſcience, bringing always Guilt upon the Actor, and Involving Him in Sin, ac- 
cording to that Raceiv'd Maxim, That, the Ignerance of the Law can. never Excuſa De- 
linguent. | 3 Now 


8 The Nature, Obligation, and 

Now the Firſt of theſe conſciences proceeds upon either Faith, or Demonſtration, in the 
Infallible Reveiatron of God, or the certain Meaſures of Reaſon. | | 

The Second proceeds upon the Grounds of Probable, or Moral Certainty, 4 Rational Be- 
lief, Perſwaſion, or Opinion. 


The Third cannot proceed but according to the Degrees of Aſſent, or Election; and 
The Fourth proceeds upon Ignorance, or Error. 


This I hope may ſeem to be no Obſcure or Indiftin# Account of the Nature of Conſcience, 


as taking in, all its Properties, conſider d under the Principles of Reaſon, and the Gradual 
Light, and different Advancements, that it makes under its Condatt ; and I preſume, this 
may be the moſt Natural and Juſt way of Explaining it, and which clears off all thoſe Ab- 
fy uſe Perplexities, other Myſtical Interpretations bring upon it. For certainly every Man's 
Conſcience, either 15, or ought to be Govern'd by Rational Motives, which are the Supream 


Commands of the Underſtanding on its Sul jects, the Will and Affedtions, never to be Diſ- 


puted, never to be Diſobejed without Rebellion againſt their Spiritual Sovereign. | 
This being Premis'd, as a Rational View of the Nature and Obligation of Conſcience in 
General, an 


Exroneous Conſcience, may be Diſtinguiſh'd from a Sincere, and True One. 


What has been before Remark'd, in Setiling the Piſtinct Bounds of Each, 


might be in it (elf, ſufficient to Diſcover the Difference; but perhaps ic 
will appear much more Evident to I hoſe, who for want of Time, or Skill, 
at firft View cannot fully comprehend Theſe Abſtracted Notions, and follow 


the Mind thorough all the Dark Zabyrinth of its ſecret Operations, if We 


proceed more fully to Diſpl:y, in their proper Colours, all thoſe Falſe 
Pretences, that are ſo apt to Delude and put upon Our Juagments, and 


| Deceive Us with the Empty Shadows, and Viſionary Apperrances of Religion, 


Among all which there is none, that with ſo much Artifice and Illuſton, 


Paims the inſgaring Impoſture upon Our credulous Faith, as the plauſible 


Diſguiſe of 1i.ereft. This will fo Fatally Over-rule the Conſcience, ſo 
Warp its Judgment, and Blind its Diſcerning Faculties, that in time, it 
will intirely Depoſe it from its Dominion, and Vſurp its Place and Authority : 
ſo that 00 it bas Eyes, they ſhill not See; tho? it bas Ears, it ſhill not Hear; 
tbo' it has Lnderſtanding, it ſhall not Underſtand. In this Caſe a Man For- 
Feits the Exalted Priviledge of his Reaſon, and Degrades it to the baſe Ser- 
_ virude of his Paſions; He Argues, not from his Underſtanding, but his 
Fl:fh and Blood; and how weak the Demonſtrative Force of a SyUlogiſm is, 
nn Oppoſition to the more powerful Fallacy of Our Appeiztes, Experience 
is ſuMcient to Convince Us. For, is not this /ntereſt the Great Diana of 
the World, to whoſe Silver Shrines its Religious Votaries pay the moſt De- 
vout Homage, and implicit Adoration ? What is there thatthe Exorbitant 


Power of This cannot effect, when it ſhall teach a Man to Renounce his 


Senſes, Careſs Fraud, 4dore Nonſenſe, Abandon his Creed, and give the 
Dye to the Holy Spirit of GOD within him? When Duty and Intereſt 
_ Claſh and nterfere, how Purblind does it render Our Judgments ? How 
difficult js it to view the Difference? How many Artificial Quirks, Sub- 
terfuges, and Equivocations, are immediately found out, to keep the Peace 

detwixt em Such ſhrewd Sophiſters are never at a Loſs for ſaving Diſtin. 


tions, To Keep what tbey have, and Get what They can: This being the 


Grand Maxim. which the Wiſe Men of this Word lay down as the Founda- 


tion of all their Politicks 3 whereby they are ſo eaſily brought to Com- 
ly, and Fall in with ſuch Principles and Practices, as are moſt likely to 
Yromote it. It is the Melancholy Amuſement only of Men of Leiters and 


'F12oſophy, to Live and Feed upon Ideas, and Diſpute about Imaginary Fe- 
27 Theſe who can Contemplate Naked Truth, and Fertue without Re- 
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Rur, are liicely to get Nothing elſe fer their Labour; but muſt Expect 
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its ſeveral Parts, Modes, or Habitudes in Particular, Icome in the next place, 
II. Szcondly, To propote ſome Conſiderations, Whereby a Falſe, and 
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Meaſures of Conſcience. _ 
© tobe as Contemptible, and Deſtitute, as Truth, and Fertue uſually are, 
| But the Children of this World are taught to be Wifer in their Generation 
tban the Children of Light; they Trouble not themſelves with the Merit of 
their Cauſe, or Party; they are not Fetter d, or Confin'd with the inle, 
| Strait-lac'd Notions of rigid Fuſtice and Honeſty; they are for a Latitude, 
e, both of Thought, and Aion; a I icentious Immunity from AI Cegal Reſtraint; 
al which, with their Pecul iar Talents of Impudence, and Falſhood, they ſtick 
not to call Liberty of Conſcience, and preſume to Challenge, as That Free- 
1 T dom of will, which, they ſay, is the univerſal Knowledge of Mankind, s 


_ if That Liberty of Conſcieuce, which the Government has indulg'd to ſuch 
2 Perſons alone, whole Recl Scruples will not permit them to join 19 the Eft 
8 blifhed Communion, could ever be intended to Shelter ſuch, as have not 
in the leaſt Pretence to the very Name of Corlttence 3 or to impower Deiſts, 
1 8 Socinians, and Atheiſts, to Revile, Ridicule, avd BFlaſpheme Our moſt Holy 
d Faith, and Church, at their Pleaſure, with Impunity. Thus Viianouſly 
a are Our Laws Abus'd, and this Sacred Name play'd upon, to the toul Dit 
50 — bonour of GOP, and the Diſgrace of Religion ; which now a- days is made 


the Phariſaical, and Puritan Cloak, like Samuel's Mantle, to Amuſe the 
I, , Witch, and Cover the Devil, and Conſecrate ] Inſidelity, Injuſtice, 


Pride, Luſt, Avarice, and Ambition, and the moſt execrable Vices of Hell, 
/'s with the Holy Title of Conſcience; which, in ſad Truth, is nothing elſe, 
je burthe Yiqor-Matk of Couſenzge, Knavery, and Hypoerily ; it is the ſpiri- 
dd tual Tool to ſerve the Turn of all wicked Deſigns, meer Party-Cant, and 
7. :  Fanatical Fargon, the very Sound whereof ſhould be a Hurning- Piece to A. 
Mm, Iirm every Honeſt Man to ftand upon his Gazrd, and Look about Him, 

le | | Whatever Pretences theſe Time-ſerving Men may Gild their crafty Stra- 
lo tagems with, it will be found at laſt, that They are Nothing but down- 
11 / right Political Atheiſts: For they are really Indiffereut to every Se, or Re- 
2 Iigion 3 Eſpouſe Neither, but as it Svits with their Advuintage ; and, as 
2 0 That changes, are Rezdy ſtill to Obey its Mot ions, fhift with the Scene, ſwim 


with the Tide, and veer to every Point of the Compaſs, as the Wind that 
| ſerves em, commands, They are as Diſſonznt in their Opinions and Practices, 
his as thoſe are Inconſiſtent with the Laus of GOD ; and, in a Word, on eve- 

— Ty Occaſional proſpect of Gain, are their On Reverſ-, and one Continued 
> Prattical- Self-Contradition, To Verify this Infamous and moſt abomina- 
of ble Character, which *tis a Shame ſhould be found in any Nation profeſing 


e- the Name of Chriſtian, have We not, to the Diſppointment of hoth Our 
int Laws, Civil and Ecleſiaſtical, a Jett of Miſertants ſuffer'd amongſt Us, 
his | and Thoſe even pretending to more Sandity ar.d Conſcience, than the reſt 
he of Mankind, who not only Dare Openly om. and Practice, but even Pre- 
eſt | ſume to Fuſtifz this Amphibious Conformity ; who to Hualiſy themſelves for 
* \ a pauliry Place, can ſlyly creep to thoſe Altars they Proclaim Idolatrous, 
w” Join in a Communion they Revile as Superſtitious, and ſwallow that Jacra- 
AC 


ment, Which at other times they Refuſe, as Damnation, Aud, indeed, in 
1 this Tremendous Caſe, it ought to he the Wiſh of every charitable Chriſtian, 
the that they may not, in ſuch a ſol?mn and deliberate * & of the Worſt of 
Hypocriſy, Eat and Drink their own Damnation, not Diſcerning the Lord's Bo- 
dy. Such Men, like Eſau. that Reprobate of GOD, would doubtleſs Barter 
ſto their ſpiritual Birtbright for a Meſs of Pottage; like Gebazi, they will Im- 
and | pudent'y Lye, (and not have fo much Shame as He had to Difown it,) for 


Fee Changes of Rayment, and Tulents of Silver: they inherit Niaman's Crime, 
8 more Odious and Stinking than His Leproſy; who, to keep his Poſt in the 
l | 


*  _Goveryment, could bow {own in qbe Houſe of Rimmon, and yet acknowl.dee 


tas ſe Vipers out of Her Communion, whoſe crying Sins call aloud to Heaven, 


10 The Natare, Obligation, and 


the God of Iſrael; in a Word, They Out-do that Amazing, and Irremiſ- 
ſible Sin, of the Son of Perdition, the Arch-Traytor Fudas himſelf, in that, 


they Dayly ſell and betray their Lord and Saviour, for Money, And would 
not (thiak Ye ) the Primitive Church have Thunder d out its Anathema's, 
againſt ſuch Daring, and Inſolent Offenders? Would it not have ſpe wed 


for that 5ſt Vengeance, they have not yet found upon Earth? 

Thus Fatally can the Dominion of Intereſt Sway Mens Faith and Pra- 
ice, and Suborn hoch, to the Mimmon of Unrighteouſneſs, For a Man to 
quit his Temporal Honours, and Eſtate in This Life, for another in Revey- 
fon in the Next, is ſuch an Uneaſy Exchange of Tit e, that Our Bleſſed 
Saviour himſelf could not ( humanly ſpeaking ) Perſwade the Rich Man in 
the Goſpel, to Comply with, tho' We are fold, He was no Ordinary Profi- 
ctent in Piety. And where [ntereft, and Religion, come to ftand in Compe - 
tition, there are not Few who would follow His Example, and Turn their 


Bac ks upon their Saviour. Inſomuch that the Devil thought himſelt ſe- 


cure of Betraying the very Son of God, when He gave him the pompous 


View, and alluring Promiſe of thx World, Which really are Temptati- 


ons, that induce Good, as well as Great Men, ſometimes to Fall down, and 


Worſhip, and which require no ſmall Pitch of Fertue, and Reſolution, to 


Baffle, and Withſtand; This is the tendereſt Part of Nature, and no 
Wonder if it ſometimes gives way, when 'tis Aﬀaulted on the Weakeſt fide. 
Ho often have We ſeen, when a ſhining Preferment has Dazled, and 
Wurm d the Conſcience, of ſome Ambitious, or indigent Perſons, how 
Wonderfully it has Sofened, and Relaxed their Rigid Principles, and ſud- 
denly, and almoſt as effectual ly wrought a Converſion in their Opinions, 
as the Light that from Heaven ſtruck down St. Paul? It requires indeed a 


full Conviction, of the Infallible Truth of Our Principles, and the Merit 


of Our Canſe, and a Stanch Refolurion, raiſed upon the ſerious Delibera- 


tion of Both, with a lively Senſe of Our Obligations to, and an auful_ 
Fear of GOD's Juſtice, to keep Men Steadfaſt, Unmovabl?, and Inflexibly 


Perſevering in their Religious Senttments, Yet notwithſtanding the Dith- 


culty, it will be ſtill found to be as much our True Intereſt, as Real Duty, 
upon Which a Good Conſcience always keeps its Eye fixt and Unwavering, 
and is like the GOD that it ſeryes without Variableneſs, or Shadow of 
| Charge, It conſults its Innocence, not its Security; Follows Chriſt to the 


Cros, as well as to the Crown; andis as Ready to ſuffer for, as to Reign 


with Him. It maintains a couſtant, and Uniform Courſe of Integrity, 


never Deviating from its ſelf, and the plain Road of Truth and Honeſty, 


It knows no Latitude, comprebenſive Shifts, or Doubles, in its Principles, 


but is, as the Object ok its Worſhip, the ſame to day, to morrow, and for 


cer. | 


* 


2. The Second Thing that Deceives Us under the Pretence of Conſcience 


is Prejudice. * This is an Infant Principle, that takes Root deep in the 
Max, and ſpreads large in the Underſtanding ; like the Muſtard-ſeed in the 
Goſpel, that from a ſlender, and Minute Grain, ſhoots up, and Eularges 
into the Boughs, and Branches, of a Tree, From a Little, and inſenſi- 
ple Beginning, it rifes up to a Firm, ſtrong, and /rradicable Habit in the 
Soul, being join'd with Pride, Obſtinacy, and Self-Love, is made almoft 
Inſepꝛrable from it. From hence tis, that ſo Great a Part of the World, 
owe thoſe fer Notions of Conſcience, and Religion, that they have, either 
to the Faſhions, and G:foms, of the Country they are Bern in, oc the. 


Mthods, and Ways of Eucation, in which They are Bred ; nay, ſome to 
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Meaſures of Conſcience 11 
the Callings, and Profeſions, in which they are Accidentally Train'd up, 
not a few to the Converſation, and Gompany, that they keep, others to the 
Authority of ſuch Perſons as they Confide in, and others to their Own. 
Conflitution, Singularity, and Condirion. And how hardly are Men brought 
to Search Impartially into the Truth, and Foundation of their Opinions; 


and therefore much more, to Relirquiſh thole Principles, which they 


have cherif'd, as the Rules of their Conduct. and Darling Friends ſo 


long? They had rather Believe with an Implicit Faith, take their Creed 


by Report, and venture its Conſequence, than be at the Trouble and Unea- 


| fineſs, of canvaſſing its Articles, Thus Error being firſt Entertain'd, 


Pleads Preſcrip:icn againſt Truth, and injoying a long Prepoſ Aion in the 


Mind, Uſurps its Place, and excludes its Entrance, flops up the Paſſage 


of Reaſon, and the Avenues of Conviction 3 it Ingroſſes the Intellectual 
Man, makes him Peeviſh and Sour, Perverſe and Reflive, and Inca paci- 
tates Him for Reformation. And no Wonder, when his Fudgment is thus 
baſely Brib'd, and Retain d, that it gives him Wrong Counſel ; and like a 
Deceitful Limyer, Betrays that Cauſe, it ought to Defend. \ Man may 
therefore, in this Cale, have a full Acquieicence in his Falſe Sentiments, 
and <fteem his Conſcience Sincere, and True, while He is Inſenfible, that it 
is Grounded on an Error; becauſe the Miſtzke is Early Imbib'd, and has 


been Jong received. And that which makes this Matter, of fo perilous a 


Conſequence, is, that it may Infinuate it ſelt into Our Fundamental Arti- 
cles, vitiate and Diminiſh Our Faith, and thereby Endanger Our Eternal 
Salvation. For it is a Truth ( tho' ſeemingly ſevere) that can never too 


often be Inculcated, that an Errgneor:s Perſwaſion # as Damnable, as an 


Immoral Life: it heing almoſt inconceivable, that the. Cauſe and Effect 


ſhould not correſpond, that a Bad Tree mould bring forth Good Fruit, or a 


Man Believe 1/, and at the ſame time Live Hell. So that there's no Que- 
ſtio , but that any one may really think his Conſcience Upright, and vn- 
byaſs*4, when 'tis Govern'd by theſe Prejudices; and tho He Acts in Con- 


_ formity fo them, find himſeif after his Death, in a Groſs Miſtake in the 


other World, and Recant when it is too late. for, GOD having laid be 
tore Us his Law, in the moſt Obvious, and Jnteligible Terms, with a Com- 
mand to Try, Examine, Direct, and Fudge our Conſctences by That Rule, 


has left Us without Excuſe, for not io Doing, and may Juſtly Infli& an 


Eternal Puniſhment of Our Neglett in this Matter, Neither will here 


the Pretence of a Good Intention any ways Mitigate the ( rims, Annul the 
_ Guilt, or Iademnify the Offender, unleſs only in Cafes of Invincible Igno- 


rance. Such a Dangerous Misfortune is it, to be ſet wrong at firſt, and 


ſeaſoned with corrupt Principles, which may in time gain an Ablolute and 


uncontreulable Dominion in the Soul, derive a Fatal and Inevitable Pro- 
pen ſion upon the whole Conſcience, which may Debauch the True Faith, 
and ſubvert the very Foundations of Juſtice and Piety. How Zigh-flown, 
and Liable ſoever, this Doctrine may ſeem to the Reflections of ſome La 


titudintriun Divines, who place Morality above Faith ; and who would be 


thought to Initate the Ex imple, without Believing in, or Truſti-g to the 
Merits, and Satufation of their Redeemer ; it is undeniably evident, from 
the Expreſs Words of the Gofpet, that the Fews, who Crucified the Meſiab, 
and perſecuted him after his Death, in his Apoſtles, thought themſelves 
bound in Conſcience, to commit theſe execrable Sins, and that rhey did Go 
Cool Service thereby, Whereas thoſe very Apoſtles always Charge em with 
theſe heinous Crimes, as Vnpagdenable, without Kepemance ; for that this 
Frronseus Fuagment, the proceeding from Znoxance, was ſufficient 
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12 The Nature, Obligation, and 
conſian 'em over to Everlaſting Damnation, unleſs Chriſt Interceed for em 
Aa atthe Fight Hand of GOD, as He did upon the Croſs, Father Forgive 


them, for they know not what they do. 


3 The Third Inſtance, that may Cheat Us under the Appearance of 
True Conſcience, is Pſion, This Impoſes upon Us in a Thouſand Shapes, an- 
requires great Sagacity to Diſcover it. It were not Difficuit to Dilate on 
this Copious Subjett, and ſhew at large, how the various Repreſentations . 
of Good and Evil, and thoſe painted Scenes of Pleaſure, and Pain, which _— 
they ſo Lively Deſcribe in the Imagination, Work up thoſe ſeyeral Senſt- | 
tions, and Ideas, in the Mind, which are as 'twere the nternal Springs, 
and Wheels, and that ſecret kind of Mechaniſm, that Sets the Whole Man a 
Going. Whoever looks into his Own Breaſt, cannot but be Conſcious, 
| how from His Aãmiration and Deſire, his Tove andi Hatred, his Foy and Sore 
; row, his Anger and Pity, his Hope and Fear, his Fealouſty and Deſpair, his 
S Shame and Honour, his Envy or Diſdain, &c. all his Ations, according to 
| their different 0bj-&s, are Produc'd, and Regulated. Theſe are the Cords —_ 
ef 4 Man, (as the Prophet Hoſea Figuratively expreſſes it) whereby He is \ | 
vehemently Drawn, and Seduc'id, oftentim-s againft his Reaſon, by the | 
Powerful Force of his Inclination and Affection: Which as 'tis variouſly 
Predominanc in Men, Writhes, and Diſtorts the Conſcience into the ſame 
Fer. gulur Figure, Fear, the ſtrong, and moſt violent of the Paſſions, when 
once deeply Seated in the Soul, Tyrannizes over it in a very Inſolent and 
Imperious manner; railing up Mean, and Unworthy Thoughts in it, and 
Degrading it. to all the Servile, and pitiful Compliances in the World. 
Thoſe Crude, and Unmaniy Notions of Religion, which it proJuces in ſome 
_ Perſons, may be lookt upon, rather as a Melancholy Indiſpoſition in the 
Blood, than a Diſaff:4i9n in the Underſtanding, which doubtleſs does ina 
great Meaſure Follow, and Obey the Conſtitution of the Body. Under ſuch 
2 ſpleenerick Complexion, the Mind cannot Act brick, and ſpripbtly upon its 
 Grgans, and Fudge, and Reaſon perſpicuouſly as it ought to do: On the 
other hand, Self-ſufficiency, pride, and a bitter Zeal make Men Superciliows, 
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Cruel, Aſpiring, and Preſuming; Arregant in themſelves, 1»ſolent to their : | 
; Neighbours, and even impudently Familiar, and Sawcy towards God. Now — 
; the Motzons of theſe Paſions being ſo very Turbulent, and Rapid, they f= _ 


lence, and drown the ſtill Voice of R-aſon, allow it not Time to recollect it 
It, but Hurry it away blindfold into Sin. Every other Paſſon has its par- 

ticul.y Charm to Intoxicate, and way of Operation to Deceive the Under- | 
ſt.-nd1ng, that it may not Diftinguiſh betwixt Spectous Sophifiry, and the 

true Commands and Laws of an Unbysſſed, and Uncorrupted Conſcience. 

„ 0 this of Paſſion, may be added another Canſe of Error in the Conſcience, not much | OO 
unlike it in Nature, and that is, Hemour, or Phancy, which is the ſenſual Operation of a 4 
W;qmſical, and Deprav'd Wil, which inclines Men through a Sceptical Dilpoſition, to Hunt 
after Novelties, fall in Love with odd Hypotheſes, and Conjectures, Catch at Phantoms, and 
at length to tar Deceive themſelves, as to Credit their Own Dreams, and Reveries. A lot 
or Magick Inchantment in the Underfanding, a Rowantick Scene of Life, made up of Air 
and Invention, in which Men Walk as "twere in their Sleep, and Converſe in a Viſion: It 
uſually poſſeſſes Men of frovg Imagination:, and Weak Judgmenti, and (© Infatuates the 
Kean, that it deprives it of the Power of Diſtinguiſßing betwixt Caprice, and Religion, 
betwixc the Spiritual, and Natural Inclinations, cr the Motions of the Swperior, and Ife- | 
rior Scul. This may ſpring perhaps from the Irregular Heatsof a too Volatile and Difturbd |' 

| Brain, which may put the Spirizs into a Confus'd Ferment, a precipitate and Violent Ca- 
| reer, and thereby give the Lower Principles of Senſation, a Predominancy over the Powers | 
of iht Reaſon, This (as a Learned Writer, With a Cariows Felicity of, Expreſſion, ſtiles 
it) may be called an Animal Conſcience, Arifing from, and being Governed by the Ima- 
$ina:i71, and bearing the ſame Relation to the Senfitive Repreſentations of it, as the True 
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| Meaſures of Conſcience, 13 
Incurable Deluſion, which God permits ſome Milful, Selfeconceited, and Headſtrong Perſons 
to fall into; whoſe Pride, and Icnor ance ſets them above the Mhaleſm Dictrine, and 
Wiſe Ordinances of the Church, and perſwades them to Prefer their Own vain and ſottiſß 
Inventions, before the Eternal Oracles of Truth, and the unerring Light of Divine Revels- 
tion. Whereupon the Holy Ghoſt has thought fit to Caution all Sober Chriſtians, apainſt the 
Madneſs of ſuch Frantick Zealots, by ſtigmatizing them with that oft, bur Vile Chara der, 
of being Deſerted by his Bleſſed Influence, given up te their Own Inclinatione, to [trims Deluſicng, 
and to the Belief of a Lye; as it is frequently obſerved of Men much Addicted to ſuch Obſftinate 
Humours, from a long, Habitual Indulgence in them, they come at laſt ro In ſe more upon 
Themſelves than others; and which is the moſt wretched, and deſpicable Condition, a Mor- 


tal can fall under, to ſwallew their Own Fa'ſhoods, and Believe their Own Fictions, To this 


Wild, and Euthuſiaſtick Infaruation, we ought to Appropriate the Riſè of Hereſy, (which on 

this very account, is doubtleſs, by St. Paw! reckon'd among te, Works of the Fleſh, tho' it 
ſeems to be an Intellectuul Operation) together with Bigetry, and Phanaticiſm, which ſome 
Fanciful, Wayward, and Contumacious Men Create in their Brains, and Blaſphemouſly Chriften 
with the Holy Name of the Spirit, and cunſctence. Which in truth are Nothing but Phe 
and the Lanatickh Produg ions of Diftempered Head;, And what are the Fata Effeits o theſe 


Miſchievous, and Diabolical Intoxications, if not kept under a Timely Government, and 
| Reſtraint, ſcarce any Kingdom in Europe, but can fidly Teſtity, and Our own in particular, 


even to this Day, may Lament, and for the future Deprecate. 1 | | 
. The Laſt Inſtance, I ſhall produce of a Miſtaken Conſctence in the World, is what it 
wn out of Faſßhion, is now become the Gentleman's + 
Conſcionce. Chriſtianiry forſoorh muſt be Diſcai ded by me Men f "Honour, as a Narrow 


Inſtitution, fit only for Bookiſh Pedants, that are unacquainted with the way of the World; 


their Reaſon muſt be as Looſe, and Unconhned as their Lives; and they ſcorn tamely to 


ſuhmit, to an [ncredible, and Myſterious Revelation, which to their Refined Underſtanding, is 


meer Nonſence, and Prieft-C raf. 1 through an high Strain of Complaiſance, they condeſcend 
to Ownany Natural, or Mora! Duty, tis well if chey mean any thing by it, beſides the 


fulfilling their Luſts, and Fleaſures ; As if they were Born for nothing elſe bur Eaſe and Luxury, 
and the Wirld was made for theſe uſeleſs Leviathans to rake their Paſtime therein; Fortune, 
2Q#a/:ty and Condition, it leems are ſufficient Priviledges to give their Poſſeſſors a Diſpenta- 


tion from the Power and Obligation of Laws, and to Exemyz theſe Favourites of Heaven (as 


they deem chemſelves) from all their Penaltics, by a Peculiar Preregative above their Fellum 
creatures; As if, by how much the greater Bounty, God has Beſtowed upon them, to much 
the leſs Cratitude they Owed to him, and their Acknowledgments were ſtill to be leſſened by 
the Increaſe of hs Favours, Thele are the Perſons, who, by their Own Authority, would 

ſuperſede the Law of Gd, and make Themſelves, and their Own Licentious Wills, the ole 
Guide, and Rule of their Actions; which, in their Dialect, they are pleas'd to Varniſh with 
the Glittering Colour of Honowr; a Thing, which theſe Empty, and Noity Pretenders to, 
talk as loudly and confidently about, as it they really underftood what it Meant. Whereag 
(God knows) tbey vrant as much to be Inftruted in the True Nature of thy, as in that Relivte 


on, which they ſo Ignorantiy laugh at, and ſo Preſumptuoufly deſpiſe. Otherwiſe they would 


not, in Defiance of the Wiſdom of all: Laws, Human, aud Divine, ſet up a Senſleſi Na- 
tions of Bravery, to digmity Malice, aud Murder; and take that to be the Only Satt tion 
of the Gentleman, which muſt be the Damnation of the Chriftian. In ſhort, where Men a- 
bandon their Faith and the Fear of God, cunſtiencs and Henour, are infignificant Sounds, 


and Deceirfu! Expreſſions, which Men that have Neither, make ute of to Impote upon thois 


that have. There are doubtle& many Men, who abſtain from the Commiſſion of ore 


Impious, and Deteſtable Actions, purely with reſpect to common Decency, a Senſe of Ge- 


neroſity, or the Rules of Good Breeding, without any Regard had ro thoſe of Religion, ur 
the Commands of GOD. That is, to tpeak the plain Truth, they Scora to be Guilty of 
any thing that may render em Lirele, and Conremprible in the Bſteem of Men of Worth aud 
Gravity ; ſo that indeed it is their Character, not Integrity, the Repuiation and Applauſe rf 
Men, not the Anſwer of a Gosd Conſcier.ce, that Governs their Condutf, How little are the's 
Geatlemen acquainted with the ſound Notion of True Honour, which is a much more Ex. 
alted Principle, than they take it for, and Springs from a more N.ble and Beantifu' Origin 
This isnot the Degenerate Oil-ſpring o Sin, or Fillary, does not arile from any Vicious 
Qualities, as Pride, Hypocriſy, Ojtent ation, Revenge, Or Ambition; but is rounded upou tha 


Neal Worth, and Intrinſick Goodneſs ot Things Springs trom Gd, and the Law; the Sola 
F untains of Henowr, to whole Precepts, and Ijanctious, it always pays a ſuſt Sylordinaticn, 
and Deference, This indeed is not io much a Se Vertiſe in it ſelt, as the Seaſoning Huge 
lification, and Embcllithment ef All other Veriuet; which (to draw a Compendious Do- 


{cpiption of its Lovely Properties, Sers Aan atuve al Far, das tut of doing any 30 
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14 The Nature, Obligation, and 


Baſe or Diſhoneft ; which makes him Ablyy, as much to Detralt from bis Enemy, as to Flatter 
his Friend; to Scorn Hypocriſy, tho tere for hy Intereft ; and deteſt Injuſticc, the it might 


Gr atify hs Revenge; which renders him Dutiful and Submiſſive to his Superiors; Aﬀab/e, O- 
 bliging, and Generous even to hs Inferiors; and, in 4 Word, that makes him, on all Occaſions, 


E xempliſy his Stealy Loyalry to his Prince, his Inviolable Love to his Country, his untainted 


Fidelity to h Friend, his open Hoſpitality to Strangers, by Perpetual Charity to the Phar, and 


his Uaiverſal Beneficence t Al rhe Mild. This is that charming Charaftey, which alone 
Conſtitures a M. f Leue Hoo, who certainly is the Refs Man in the World, next ro 24 


Man of Criſcience, wh ill Riſes higher in his Principles, and makes GOD and his Duty the 

Sole, and Ultimite End of All his Ations. 55 e N | 
Thus I have Run through all thoſe Cauſes, which I take to be the Ground: of an Erro- 

neous, and Miſguided Conſcrence; all which I have drawn from the Nature, and Motives, of 


Human Action, which is Reſolving them into their Principles, and (as I hambly conceive J 
the Beſt, and Trueſt way o Explaining them. Such as are latereſt, and Prejudice, the 


Deluſions of Our ſeveral Paſſions, and AﬀeFions, Superſtition, Pride, Fear, [gnorance, and mi- 


ſtaken Zeal, Imagination, and F ancy, Reputation, and Falſe Honour : All which are Wrong 


Grouuſs of Practice, and can never properly Fuſtify Our cenduſt. We ee how many Ways 


there are that lea to Error; for that fing!e One, that Direct; Us Sattly, and Infallibly ts 


Truth, and how liable we are to be Betray d, into A4, or 4, of them And methinks 
the Daogerous Conſequence might fore warn Us to beware of raking up Falſe Principles at 


firſt; for if theſe arꝭ founded on an Vsſ0und, and Treaacherous Rot tem, the whole Courſe ot 
Our Lives being Grounded upon Sin, and Error, muſt needs be one continued Miſt abe, and 


ſo inſennbly carry us on to, andat length End in Ruine, and Confuſion, So Bewitching is 


the Lupaſture, we may be ſeduced into it, and not knaw what we are doing: Here being 4 


uly (as the Wiſe Man tells us) that may ſeem Right in a Man's own Fyes, when nevertheleſs 
the End of that Wiy i Death. And without doubt in this lamentable Caſe, a Man may Go- | 
vern the whole Courſe, and Tenour of his Life and ARtions by a Rule, that may thro'. 


Prejudice, or a want of due Examination, appear Juſt, and True in his Own Judgment, and 
notwithſtanding find himſelf Judg'd of GOD, by a quite Contrary one at the Laft Day. 
This is the Vaſt, and Frighiful Danger of Funding Our Conſrience, upon Wrong Principles in 
the Beginning, which is the Great and moſt Common Occaſion ot Error; but there is An- 


not her, which tho' not fo Frequent, is however of no leſs Perilous a Conſequence, and that 


is 4 Falſe Avp/ication of Right Principles In this Caſe, a Man ſers out well for his Journey, 


\ but for want of a Guide, or conduct, Miſt ales his Read, Wanders up and down, is at length 
Bewilder d, and loft, and fo Falls ſhort of the deſicned Happy End, ot his Travels. Or ſuch 
Infinite Concern, and Importance is it, if We would avoid theſe Diſma! Miſcarrrages, to 


make Our ſelves throughly acquainted with the Nature, and Obligation, of the Exat? Rule of 


Our Actions and the Proper Uſe that We ſhould make of it in the Application Which 


brings mein the laſt place, | | | 
III. Thirdly, to Stare thoſe General laws, whereby the Conſcience is to be Regulated, and 


to ſhew how they Ought to be Apply'd. Now the Whole Exten!, end Obligation Of Con- 


ſerence, tho ſeemingly to very copious, is Bounded by thett Three Laws. | 
1. Ihe Divine, 2. The Political, and 3. The Moral Law. 


1. The Hr, being the Immediate Command of Ged, is the Great Supream, and Tran- 


ſcendent law of all, wherein is Summon'd up a Full, and Comprehenſive View, or Our Chri- 


2. The Second, is the Law of all Civil Societies, by which are to be Try'd all Aliens re- 


lating to Government, and whatſoever is Committed betwixt Man, and Man; which in S#b- 
ordination to the Fir, and it not Contrary to ir, lays Great Force, and Indiſpenſible 0b't- 


$4tion of Dury upon every Swhjett, this Obligation being Rated by the Divine law. 
3. The /aiF is that law, whereby We are o Try the Good, or Evil, of our Actions, 45 
they ſtand related to Vrtue, or Vice, and are funded upon the Principles of Reaſon, aud 


the light of Nature. The other Two laws are Superſtructures upon This law, which being 


the Dictate of Nature, written by God in Our Hearts, was, and is che Rule of Our Actions 
whenever the Other Iwo laws are Silent. „ . | - 
By the Coxformity of our Actions to theſe Three laws, as thoſe Actions lie under their 


Peculiar Juriſdiftion, and Coonitance, We are to take the Meaſures of their Rectitude, or 

: g ; N — iy ; =" 7 ; 
Obliquity, and denominate them Good, or Bad, Vertubus, or Vicious: and a Man's Con- 
ſcience may always Acquit Him, were it does not appear Obnoxious to One ot Theſe laws; 


according to That Eterna! Slaxim of the Scriprures, Where there is no law, there is no Tranſ- 
greſi.n + Now tho' the Hy Scriptures are the Grand, Sovereign law of all, to that Nothing 
van be Ari d in any Dfirior law, thot is any ways Ropmgnant, r Contrary to That, 
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Cheriſtians; The Sccond, what We Owe to Our Brethren, as Members of the Body Pe 


Wzilſt I briefly ſhew, how thoſe Rules may be Applyed : 


x" Hibitions muſt be frictly Obeyed, For we ou 


he) „ Damned iF He Eat, 


auy thing to be Vnclean, to him it is Untlean. Rom, 14. 14. 


Meaſures of Conſcience. "my 
yet it muſt be Acknowledped, not to be, rhe Univerſal, Adequate Rule of Conſcience ; Nei- 
ther muſt We expect every thing to be Commanied therein, which may be the Linndion 

of Particular laws ; for this would Superſede, and Fruſtrate theic End; neither is there 
any Abſolute Neceſſity, of Fuitifying any Peculiar law with Authority drawn from the 
Scriptures, unleſs as itis expreſij Prohibited therein; or by Manifeſt, and Urdenrable De- 
dufions, concluded from rhence to be Unlawful. | 
Thar theſe laws, take in the whole Compaſs of Human Duty, is Evident ; in that they 
Anſwer to the Three Great Branches, or Diſtinct Offices ot it, relating ro God, Our Nettie 
tour, and Our Selves. The Firſt, ſnewing what We Owe to Our Creatowr, as Men, and 
Uh 
in Our Pwblick, Cepacities; and the Third, what we Owe to Our Selves, in Our Private Ca- 
pacity; as tar as it is diſcoverable by the Principles of Revelation, the Rules of Civil JFuſtice, 
the light of Nature, and the Dictates of Reaſon, „„ | 
Thus I have given as Short, and I hope as Clear a View of this Momentows Point, 25 the 
Time would Allow me, and to Cloſe up the Whole, ſhall further Intreat Your Patience, 
1. To Sertle a Doubiful, 2. To Qaiet a Scrypulous, and 3. To Corred an Erronus 
Conſcience. 0 =; V WER „„ 
I. And Frſt, to Serile a Doubrful Conſcience. In Order to which, this Maxim is to be 
Obſerved, That the Co22mands of Our Conſcience ſhould be a/ways Regarded, but the Pro- 
ght as much to Ab#ain from Doing any thing, 
that is but Probably lawful, as from Doing what may be P. ibi Unlawful 3 becaulc the 
Mind muſt Ad by its !:ght, Will, and conſent. And there is Great Hazard lying on 20 
Side; whereas upon the Other, a Man may be Sarsfied in what He does, and Runs 110g eas 
Venture, at leaſt falls into no Sin, if in the Matter of Debate, He has uſed 4 Juſt, and 
Requiſite Endeavours, to ſarafy himſelf about what ſhould Poſſs bly prove Vnlamſul. Dult al. 


ways Implies a Thought ot Lijuſtice, and therefore the Holy Ghott Guards apainſt it, with 


the moſt P:ſirrve and Pere mptory Threat ot Hell, and Damnation : He that Doubteth ((aith 
U 1 not of Faitk, M Sin. Rom. 14. 23. But in Caſe 
of Neceſſity, where Two Things are Propoſed to Us to be Done,, and the Mind ang, in 97 
pence as to the. Apprehenſion of Evil, certainly it mult place its Election where there is the 
leaſt Danger; for here the le Evil puts on the Nature of Good ; but where the Chnice is 
Free to Act. or ner to AG He flies in the Face of God, and his Own Con 1ence, chat He- 
ſumes without a Full Perſwaſin, The moſt Effedtaal Method, I k. >w of, to Serrle, and 
Compeſe the Doubts of Our Conſcience, is to be Contented with thoſe Probable, and Ara! 
Evidences, that Things are Capable of, and to ſuſpet the lllegality of Nothing, but what 
lies under a Piferrve Prohibition, either from the *nconteſtable Demonſtrations ot 'Keaſ»u, or 
the Expreſs Words of Scripture; according to that Rule of the ApePtle in a Caſe of the ſame. 
Nature, which may be a Standing Direction to Us in all others, 7 know, and am perſwated 
( taysHe) by the Lord Feſus, that there is nothing Unclean of is ſelf; hut to him that Efteemeth 
2. Second'y, To Quiet a Scrupulous Conſcience, And in this Cale, I think, there is otten 
mote need ot a Phyſician, than a Conteflor ; for the Body (as I fail before) i; Generally 
more out ot Order, than the Soul. For thoſe Grounaleſi Miſapprehenſions, Miſgiving Fealiu- 


fies, and Imaginary Fears, that uſually diſturb its Repeſe, are many times, not ſo much the 


Reſulrs of Reaſon, as the Natural Effects of Vaprurs, and Melan-hollj; and what are to be 


Cured, rather by a Corporeal, than a Mental Application. If they are not Prejydicial to 


the Health of the One, they can ſcarce aſſect that of the Other; and deſerve, in me Caſes, 


to be Anſwered with Neglect, and contemyt. However, it is the Dat of ſuch Perf n, 
| whole Fuſt Scruples proceed from the Ignorance of, or Miſtakes in, the Kr nrledge of die 
Means of Salvation; or trom the terrible Dread of God's Fudgments, aud the Conſerouſn-/s 


of their Own Manifold Iniquizies ; to have Recourſe to thoſe Spiriruai Guides only, hein 
Criſt, and his Church has (er over them, to Watch fer Their Soul! ; that from Them they m 
receive Sound Inſtruct ion in their Faith, Fatherly Advice in their Condutl, and Gboſtly Cer.- 
elation in their Troubles, And let ſuch Perſons reſt affured, that the Ruine of their =. 


will as inevitably follow, as the Deſtraction f their Bodies, if at any time they Pretume 15 


Truſi the State of either, with Itinerant Quacks, and Prerending, Ignorant Emperichs in 


Pick or Divinity. | 


3. Laitly, to Correct an E., oneous Conſcience. In order to which this Maxim muſt be 


Obſerv'd; That the Conſcience Miſatprehending che lvature of any thing, may trom its be- 
| ing EC entialiy Ceed, or Indiffer uns, render is Accidentally, and Fh £711, re the 1”; ju 


16 The Nutm.,. Obliga tion, and 


lo Erring in his Conceptions. But on the contrary, no Miſapprehenſion of the Cenſcience, ea 


renderany thing that is Evil, or Illegal, in it ſelf, any ways Goed, or Valid. For a Man 
may be Bound by his Opinion, in the One Caſe, but can never by It, Fuſtify himſelf, or alter 
the Unchangeable, and Intrisſiol Nature of Things in the Other. It is a moſt Wretched, 
Unhappy, and Slauiſß Condition to Follow an Enroneous Guide; for which way ſoever we 
take, either With, or Azainff, This Erring Conſcience, We are Goncladed under an Una- 
veidable Neceſſity of Sinning; for it We Obey its Commands, we Neglect Our Duty; and if we 
D. Our Duty, We ſir againſt Our Judgment. And tho' it may ſeem ſafeſt ro Tranſgreſs upon 
the Side of Conſcience, yet the Miſtake of That, can never be a Plea for Uniuſtifiable Actions. 


What a Fata Dilemma does the Devil, and a Man's Own Folly bring him into in this Caſe / 


He caſts a ſtumbling Block, and a Rock of Offence before Himſelf, which He cannot Avoid 
Falling, and Splitting upon. So unhappily do ſome Men Fetter themſelves with their Own 
Notions, and lay ſuch chains, and Burdens upon their Conſctences, as they are not Able to bear, 
There is but One way to get out of this Hell Snare and that is to Break theſe Bonds, and caſt 
theſe Cords from Us: To Examine throughly Our Principles, and to Rect à Our Judgments; to 
diveſt Our Selves of Intereſt, Prejudice, and Aſſection; to keep the Upper Region of the 


Soul, Glear and Serene, neither Clouded by Luſt, nor Diſcompos'd with the Heats of Paſſion ; | 


for theſe never fail to Srwpify, and Beſot the Mind, and will in time, not only make the 
Conſcience Inſenſible, but (in the Elegant language of the Scripture) Sear it with a Red Hit 


Iron. To prevent which Lamentable Condition, we muſt frequently Retire into Our Selves 


to State, aud Adj} the Great Accounts betwixt God and Our Souls ; that no Crime ma 


pat Vuretradted, ne Slip Unebſerved, ne Infirmity VUncorretted, no Preſumptuous Sin Unfſub- 


duel, Thus we ſhall Preſerve a Tender and Quick Senſe upon the Mind; the leaſt Ap- 
proaches of vice, will Alarm, and Ronſe its Faculties; that no Temptation may ſurprize, no 
Paſſion entice it into Guilt. Since ir is (© Eaſily Betrazed into, and ſo Difficulty Reclaim d 
out of an Error, we cannot with roo (evere Circumſpection Watch over all its Moticng, 


Gbey all its Checks, and Revere irs Verdict and Sentence. Which Labour however, will be | 


Amply Rewarded with the Bliſsful, and-Rejoycing Teſtimony of @ good Conſcience, that with Sin- 


plicity, and Godly Sincerity, not with Fleſhly Wiſdom, but Ly the Grace of God, We have ſo had 5 
Our Converſation in this World, that Our Converſation will be always (what it has been in 


me Meaſure here too) in Heaven. Upon this depends all the Tranquillity, Peace, and 


Enjoyment of 7/15 life; as well as the Happineſs of the Next. For the Reviling Clamours, and 


Vpbraiding Reproaches of a Wounded Spirit who can Bear? When that ſhould ſuſtain a Man's 


Infirmities, is it ſelf Broken and Confounded, what can Support him, thus Bereav'd of his 


laſt Comfort, and left deſtitute of the very Pillar, and Bottom that he muſt Stand upon? He 


muſt Inevitably SK, that rhus Fails in the Foundation, So much is it Our Intereft, as well 
as Duty, if e ever think to Bear up againſt the Calamities of Thu World, or go with Sattlſ- 
faction, and Manfully meet Death in its moſt Ghaſtly Viſage, Herein continually to Ex. 


erciſe Our Selves, to keep a Conſcience void of Offence towards Gad, and j0wards Men. 


FINIS. 
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